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SOME INFORMATION. a 
AND SUGGESTIONS ABOUT . 


“Operation Abolition . 


In June of 1960 a forty minute commercial film entitled 
“Operation Abolition” made its appearance in the U. S. Since 
then it has been widely shown in schools, service clubs, busi- 
ness and professional groups and church groups. The film 
deals with a series of incidents relating to the May 1960 San 
Francisco hearings of the House Un-American Activities 
Committee, involving upward of 5,000 students and others 
who protested the committee hearings, and members of the 
police department and law enforcing agencies of the area. 
The film consists of selected portions of television news films 
subpoenaed by the Committee and turned over to a commer- 
cial film company, Washington Video Productions, Inc., for 
its use, together with an introduction by Committee Chairman 
Francis Walter (D-Penn.) and a running editorial commen- 
tary by Fulton Lewis, III. 


The overall impression created by the film is that of a group 
of students incited to a near riot by Communist leadership in 
opposition to the activities of the House Un-American Activ- 
ities Committee. A further impression provided by statements 
of some of the Committee members seen and heard in the film 
is that any disagreement with this interpretation is an evidence 
of pro-Communist bias on the part of the individual disa- 


greeing. 


A Difference of Opinion 


Almost from its first showing the film has aroused wide- 
spread discussion and controversy. The student groups in- 
volved denied vigorously that their demonstration was Com- 
munist involved. They also denied that the impression of 
student-initiated violence, created by the film, was true. 
Groups and individuals opposed to the methods currently em- 
ployed by the House Un-American Activities Committee in- 
sisted that the film was “just another example of the Commit- 
tee’s dubious ethical procedures.” Meanwhile proponents of 
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the House Un-American Activities Committee have zealously 
supported the film, buying numerous copies of it and showing 
them at every opportunity and in many cases stating publicly 
at the time of the showings that anyone who disagreed with 
the fundamental import of the film.was either a Communist, 
a fellow traveler or a Communist dupe. 


Because of the fact that churches are being frequently ap- 
proached to sponsor a showing of the film there have been a 
number of requests to the department of Christian Action and 
Community Service for: (1) information about it, (2) evalu- 
ations of it, and (3) suggestions as to what the churches 
should do about it. The department, therefore, makes the 
following suggestions to local churches: 


When Churches Show the Film 


1. By all means, local congregations should feel free to 
show and discuss the film. It is one of a number of such films 
which present a point of view regarding a major social prob- 
lem and it should be given very careful attention. Our churches 
always have the responsibility for encouraging freedom of 
communication and if there is any question at all of suppres- 
sion of information they must stand on the side of the fullest 
possible consideration of the issues involved. 


2. Since the film is a controversial one it should be shown 
only when there is a real opportunity for all points of view 
concerning it to be fairly presented. Good procedure in deal- 
ing with controversial matters is always that of encouraging 
the widest possible comment regarding the subject under dis- 
cussion by persons who hold the varying positions involved. 
To have a summary or evaluation by a single person is apt 
to result in a serious distortion of interpretation and under- 
standing. 


3. Every effort should be made to provide full background 
information to those viewing the film as to its producers and 
methods of production. One always raises the question of 
authorship with a serious consideration of any document. Who 
published it? What were the original sources? How was it 
edited—has material been omitted or rearranged? What were 
the author’s or publisher’s reasons for producing it? 


4. Those showing the film should be aware of the points 
at issue and the varying claims made regarding it. The follow- 
ing discussion emphasizes various points of view about the 
film and presents pro and con views on a number of questions. 


POINTS OF CONTROVERSY ABOUT 
"OPERATION ABOLITION" 


1. Is this an “official” government film? 


“The film imparts the clear impression it’s as much of a 
government document as the President’s State of the Union 
Message. Its grimly provocative narrative is the chief part of 
the committee’s formal public report of the uproar in City 
Hall. . . . Unmistakably carrying the committee’s imprimatur, 
‘Operation Abolition’ curiously omits the standard film cred- 
its as to who made it and where... .” 

(San Francisco News-Call Bulletin, January 26, 1961) 


“Films of the proceedings were taken by various news 
services and have been prepared and composed into a movie 
short by Washington Video Productions, Inc. This film titled 
‘Operation Abolition,’ graphically illustrates the problem in- 
volved. . . . only the film can portray fully the actual occur- 
rence, we have deemed it necessary to submit a print of the 
film, herewith, which is made a part of this report.” 

(House Report No. 2228) 


‘““A Washington distributor has grossed close to $50,000 on 
sales of a movie that draws heavily on news film subpoenaed 
by the House Committee on Un-American Activities. The 
news clips were turned over to the producers of ‘Operation 
Abolition’ . . . without permission of KRON-TV and KPIX, 
the San Francisco television stations that photographed the 
demonstrations. Westinghouse Broadcasting Co., Inc., owners 
of KPIX, contacted the House Committee upon learning that 
KPIX’s footage had been made part of the movie. . . . The 
committee staff told Westinghouse that once subpoenaed ma- 
terial has been placed in the public record, anyone can use it.” 

(Roll Call, “The Newspaper of Capitol Hill,”” November 9, 1960) 


2. Is the film accurate or distorted? 


“, . the film commentary is in error in stating that Bridges 
was escorted from the City Hall before the rioting broke out. 
This unfortunate, but honest and decidedly minor error, has 
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the effect, in a sense, of ‘clearing’ Bridges to a certain extent— 
_. . the film contains absolutely no distortions . . . there were 
three insignificant time sequence errors in splicing together the 
thousands of feet of film that make up the picture.” 
(Chairman Francis E. Walter, letter to the Washington Post, 
December 23, 1960) 
“a careful comparison with uncut clips shows ‘Opera- 
tion Abolition’ does: 


1. Use film footage shot on Saturday, the final day of the 
hearing when school was out and picketing was heaviest, 
for events on Thursday, opening day of the committee’s 
... hearings. 


2. Telescopes events actually separated by hours if not, in 
some cases, days.” 


... No movies whatsoever were taken of the key moment 
of the tumultuous three days the committee was here; the 
explosion of riot. Nor, importantly, do the full uncut, unedited 
clips show any evidence of possible police brutality critics say 
was deliberately deleted from ‘Operation Abolition.’ ” 

(San Francisco News-Call Bulletin, January 26, 1961) 


Criticism similar to the above from the News-Call Bulletin 
has been made editorially by The Washington Post, The St. 
Louis Post Dispatch, The Minneapolis Star; by Columnists 
Marquis Childs, New York Post; Charles Eienstein, San 
Francisco Examiner; Ray Jenkins, Alabama Journal; Herb 
Caen, Mel Wax and Art Hoppe of the San Francisco Chron- 
icle; by the following “church publications” —The Christian 
Century; Concern, publication of the Methodist Board of So- 
cial Concerns; One, publication of three national Lutheran 
bodies; Catholic Bulletin of St. Paul, Minn., diocese; Stimu- 
lator, monthly publication of the Minister of Social Action for 
the Congregational Conference of Southern California; The 
Oklahoma Courier, publication of Catholic diocese of Okla- 
homa. 


3. Were the demonstrations “communist-inspired”? 


“. .. It is vitally important to set the record straight on the 
extent to which Communists were responsible for the disgrace- 
ful and riotous conditions which prevailed during the HCUA 
hearings. It is vitally important that not only students involved 
in that incident, but also students throughout the Nation 
whom Communists hope to exploit in similar situations, rec- 
ognize the Communist tactics which resulted in what experi- 
enced West Coast observers familiar with Communist strategy 
and tactics have termed the most successful Communist coup 
to occur in the San Francisco area in 25 years.” 


. .. It will be seen that the plan had two important objec- 
tives and unfolded in two stages to accomplish them. The first 
objective of the party was to fill the scene of the hearings with 
demonstrators. The second was to incite them to action 
through the use of mob psychology. 


(Continued on Page 7) 
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The Month in Washington 


The month of March has seen the Kennedy Administration open important negotiations with the Soviet Union 
on the situation in Laos and the Congo, resumption of disarmament talks, and on the treaty to end nuclear 
weapons tests. e Just prior to the reopening of the crucial test ban talks, John J. McCloy, the President’s 
disarmament advisor and Arthur H. Dean, who succeeds James J. Wadsworth as chief negotiator, briefed the 
Joint Committee on Atomic Energy and the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on the revised U. S. position 
on a test ban. e General disarmament talks are now tentatively scheduled to resume in August; they have 
been suspended since the Soviet Union walked out of the 10 nation conference June 27, 1960. e On March 18 
after pending before Congress 60 days, an agreement to transfer classified information and non-nuclear parts 
of atomic weapons systems to Italy went into effect (S. Report 71). e As of March 23, President John F. Ken- 
nedy had sent 12 special messages to Congress, and members of Congress had introduced 8180 bills and reso- 
lutions. e Hearings on the Kennedy Administration education proposals are under way with major controversies 
developing over use of federal funds for parochial schools and for segregated schools. e On March 21 the House 
voted to extend the sugar act to December 1962; the Act gives the President authority to prohibit importation 
of all sugar from Cuba if this is deemed in “the national interest,” and to limit sugar purchases from the Domin- 


ican Republic. 


PEACE CORPS 


The Peace Corps remains one of the most active ‘egis- 
lative issues in Washington today. On March 1 Pres- 
ident Kennedy, in a special message to Congress, 
recommended the establishment of a “permanent 
Peace Corps.” He also signed Executive Order 10924 
setting up a temporary pilot program with funds from 
the Mutual Security Act. A decision has not yet been 
made on whether to introduce separate legislation or 
to incorporate the proposal in the Mutual Security bill 
now scheduled to be introduced in mid-May. The 
Colorado State University Research Foundation, headed 
by Maurice L. Albertson, which was commissioned by 
ICA to undertake a Congressionally-authorized study of 
this idea, also recommended approval of the idea in a 
preliminary report issued February 27. 


Public interest continues to mount. By late March 
some 20,000 letters had already been received at the 
makeshift Peace Corps headquarters in Washington. 


President Kennedy comments on test ban 
talks which resumed March 21 in Geneva: 


“Ambassador Dean and the United States Delega- 
tion will be engaged in an enterprise which could 
not only contribute to halting the proliferation of 
nuclear weapons but also have important implica- 
tions for the future of disarmament and arms limita- 
tion negotiations and the future peace and security 
of the world... 
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PROPOSAL ADVANCES 


Application blanks are now being distributed to these 
and many thousands of other interested people. Per- 
sonal interviews and other screening methods will lead 
to the selection of 500 or more people for training on 
college campuses by summer and in the field by the 
end of the year. 


R. Sargent Shriver, the President’s brother-in-law, has 
been named to direct the Peace Corps. Some 90 per- 
sons are now working at Corps headquarters. 


Here are some key provisions from President Kennedy’s 
message on the Peace Corps: 


Teaching Stressed. “Among the specific programs to which 
Peace Corps members can contribute are: teaching in pri- 
mary and secondary schools, especially as part of national 
English language teaching programs; participation in the 
worldwide programs of malaria eradication; instruction and 
operation of public health and sanitation projects; aiding in 


“The United States Government is determined to do 
all that is possible to conclude a safeguarded agree- 
ment on a sound and equitable basis. In recent 
weeks, the United States has undertaken a thorough 
review of the technical and political problems still 
outstanding. As a result, the United States Delega- 
tion will return to the conference table with proposals 
which could constitute the basis for a treaty fair to 
all contracting parties.” (March 14) 


.-(NEWS]- [from]-|the]---NATIONS]}-[CAPITOL]-_ 


village development through school construction and_ other 
programs; increasing rural agricultural productivity by as- 
sisting local farmers to use modern implements and techniques. 
The initial emphasis of these programs will be on teaching... 


No Age Limits. “The Peace Corps will not be limited to 
the young, or to college graduates. All Americans who are 
qualified will be welcome to join this effort. But undoubtedly 
the Corps will be made up primarily of young people as they 
complete their formal education . . .” 


Many Channels. “Peace Corps personnel will be made avail- 
able to developing nations in the following ways: 


1. Through private voluntary agencies carrying on inter- 
national assistance programs. 

2. Through overseas programs of colleges and universities. 
3. Through assistance programs of international agencies. 
4. Through assistance programs of the United States gov- 
ernment. 

Through new programs which the Peace Corps itself di- 
rectly administers. 


v 


on 


“In the majority of cases the Peace Corps will assume the en- 
tire responsibility for recruitment, training and the develop- 
ment of overseas projects. In other cases it will make avail- 
able a pool of trained applicants to private groups who are 
carrying out projects approved by the Peace Corps. 


“In the case of Peace Corps programs conducted through vol- 
untary agencies and universities, these private institutions will 
have the option of using the national recruitment system— 
the central pool of trained manpower—or developing recruit- 
ment systems of their own.” 


Go Only Where Needed. “In all instances the men and 
women of the Peace Corps will go only to those countries 


where their services and skills are genuinely needed and 
desired.” 


Training. “Each new recruit will receive a training and 
orientation period varying from six weeks to six months. This 
training will include courses in the culture and language of 
the country to which they are being sent and specialized train- 
ing to increase the work skills of recruits. In some cases 
training will be conducted by participant agencies and uni- 
versities in approved training programs. Other training pro- 
grams will be conducted by the Peace Corps staff.” 


Length of Service. “Length of service in the Corps will 
vary depending on the kind of project and the country, gen- 
erally ranging from two to three years. Peace Corps members 
will often serve under conditions of physical hardship, living 
under primitive conditions among the people of developing 
nations.” 


Pay. “For every Peace Corps member gervice will mean a 
great financial sacrifice. They will receive no salary. Instead, 
they will be given an allowance which will only be sufficient 
to meet their basic needs and maintain health. It is essential 
that Peace Corpsmen and women live simply and unostenta- 
tiously among the people they have come to assist. At the 
conclusion of their tours, members of the Peace Corps will 
receive a small sum . . . based on length of service abroad, 
to assist them during their first weeks back in the United 


ae” 


“Shall We Resume Testing Human Being 


HERBLOCK in 


The Washington Pos 


INVESTIGATING POWER EXPANDED 


Court Decisions. February 27, a sharply divided Su- 
preme Court upheld, 5 to 4, the right of the House 
Un-American Activities Committee to compel testi- 
mony regarding personal beliefs and associations. 


The majority affirmed the contempt convictions of 


Frank Wilkinson (an active opponent of the House 
Committee) and Carl Braden (a desegregationist and 
opponent of state sedition laws) for refusing to answer 
Committee questions regarding possible Communist 
affiliations. The minority pointed out that the two 
men’s connection with Communism had not been 


established. They said that the Wilkinson decision 


authorized the Committee to harass its opponents and 


that the Braden case involved the right of citizens to 


support desegregation and petition Congress. 


According to Justice Black, “The lesson to be learned 


iStates.” 
; 


Draft Status. “Service with the Peace Corps will not exempt 
volunteers from Selective Service.” 


Health. “The United States will assume responsibility for 
supplying medical services to Peace Corps members. . .” 
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Funds. March 1, the House voted, 412 to 6, to give 
the Un-American Activities Committee $331,000 to 
conduct investigations in 1961. Opposition to the ap- 
propriation was led by Rep. James Roosevelt, Calif., 
who has been urging the House to abolish the Com- 
mittee. According to Rep. Roosevelt, the Committee’s 
activities overlap those of law enforcement agencies, 
and “it has become an agency for the destruction of 
human dignity and constitutional rights.” He was sup- 
ported March 1 by Thomas L. Ashley, Ohio; Edith 
Green, Ore.; Robert W. Kastenmeier, Wis.: Barratt 
O?Hara, Ill.; and William Fitts Ryan, N. Y. 


During the debate, members of the Un-American Ac- 
tivities Committee said that the full $331,000 is needed 
since the threat of internal subversion is greater today 
than at any time in the past. According to Chairman 
Francis E. Walter, the Committee “is not interested 
in anyone’s ideas or beliefs . . . what it wants from 
witnesses is answers to questions about their activities.” 


Right of Petition. The Senate Internal Security Sub- 
committee, which has been investigating Communist 
infiltration, including infiltration in the nuclear test 
ban movement, has been given $300,000 for its ac- 
tivities in 1961. Subcommittee members have recently 
issued a report on their 1960 hearings on Dr. Linus 
Pauling in which they charge that Dr. Pauling is “pro- 
Soviet” and that the Communists exploited the petition 
against nuclear weapons tests which Dr. Pauling cir- 
culated throughout the world in 1957-58. The Subcom- 
mittee recommends that Congress consider legislation 
to “make it more difficult for Communists, and those 
who collaborate with the Communists, to abuse the 
right of petition by utilizing it for their own subversive 
ends.” According to the Washington Post, “The con- 
gressional investigating power was never meant to 
thwart the right of petition and silence political ex- 
pression. The Internal Security Subcommittee report 
on Dr. Pauling dangerously distorts and perverts that 
power.” 


RIGHT TO TRAVEL UNDER REVIEW 


A number of Congressmen have introduced bills which 
would authorize the Secretary of State to deny pass- 
ports to Communists and those thought to be Com- 
munist sympathizers. Some would allow the Secretary 
of State to deny passports on the basis of confidential 
information and require passport applicants to sign 
non-communist oaths. Others would give the President 
legislative authority to ban travel to particular areas 
of the world such as North Viet-Nam and Communist 
China. Most of these proposals are based upon recom- 
mendations submitted by the previous Administration 
in 1958, 1959, and in 1960. 


The Senate Foreign Relations Committee has report- 
edly told the new Administration that it considers 
passport legislation imperative. The Department of 
State and the Department of Justice are reviewing 
current policy. Readers might wish to write their views 
to the Secretaries of these two Departments. 


“DECADE OF DEVELOPMENT” PROPOSED 


March 22, President Kennedy called upon industrial 
and underdeveloped nations to join together to raise 
living standards in less-developed areas and make the 
1960's a “Decade of Development.” He asked Congress 
to increase the efficiency and continuity of the U. S. 
aid program by: 

e creating a single aid agency to encompass the activi- 
ties of the present International Cooperation Admin- 
istration, the Food-for-Peace Program, the Develop- 
ment Loan Fund and the Peace Corps; 

e appropriating $900 million for longterm low interest 
development loans in fiscal 1962; and authorizing the 
Development Loan Fund to borrow up to $1.6 billion 
a year during the succeeding four years; 

e separating military aid proposals from the economic 
aid program in order to “make clear the peaceful and 
positive purposes” of U. S. aid. 


Consultation for Economic Development. March 16, 
the Senate approved U. S. participation in the Organ- 
ization for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD), by a vote of 72 to 18. The OECD will provide 
the 20 industrial nations of Western Europe and North 
America with a forum for consultation and coordina- 
tion of economic and financial policies. Aims of the 
new agency are to promote economic growth in member 
states, encourage increased aid to the underdeveloped 
world and contribute to the expansion of trade. 


Aid to Eastern Europe. The President has asked Con- 
gress for authority to extend economic and financial 
assistance to Soviet satellite countries whenever he 
determines that “such assistance is important to the 
security of the United States.” The President’s bill 
has been introduced by Senators J. W. Fulbright and 
George D. Aiken, S. 1215, and is pending before the 
Foreign Relations Committee. 


Food for Peace. March 16, the President asked Con- 
gress to extend and expand Public Law 480, the Agri- 
cultural Trade Development and Assistance Act of 
1954. This Act provides for the sale of surplus agri- 
cultural commodities for local currencies (Title I); 
donations of agricultural products on a government- 
to-government basis to friendly peoples for disaster 
relief or economic development (Title Il); and other 
donations to needy persons in the United States and 
abroad through government organizations and volun- 
tary agencies (Title III). Titles I and II are scheduled 
to expire the end of 1961. Title I funds are already 
virtually exhausted, and the President has asked Con- 
gress for an extra $2 billion to carry the program 
through the calendar year. 


Help for Latin America. In mid-March the President 
suggested that the American Republics embark upon 
a Ten Year Plan for social and economic development. 
He asked Congress to appropriate $500 million for 
social aid to Latin America and $100 million for re- 
habilitation of Chilean earthquake-damaged areas. 
Nearly $400 million of the total will be used for loans 
for land reform, housing, water supply and sanitation, 
and technical assistance; $100 million will be admin- 
istered mainly on a grant basis for education and train- 
ing and public health projects. 
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Just off the Press. “Register Christian Opinion,” a 
handy pocket sized directory of Congress giving names, 
political and religious affiliations and committee as- 
signments is now available free to all Newsletter sub- 
scribers. For your copy, send your name and address 
to FCNL. This indispensable booklet is prepared by 
the General Board of Christian Social Concerns of the 
Methodist Church. 


You’re Paying for Those Fancy Ads. Sen. Howard W. 
Cannon, Nev., has disclosed that “defense contractors 
spend an estimated $500 million a year on advertising 
charged to the federal government.” He suggested 
the American public would be “highly displeased to 
learn that the beautiful four-color printing exhibits 
which appear in our popular magazines and news- 
papers praising the wonders of a defense product were 
actually paid for by their tax dollars.” 


Food for China. Writing in the March Progressive, 
British Friend Sydney D. Bailey has suggested that the 
United States make a gift of surplus grain to the UN 
Food and Agriculture Organization, and that the FAO 
make a loan of grain to Communist Chinese on the 
understanding that the grain would be repaid at a 
later time. For background on the need, recent Chinese 
purchases of food, and present U. S. policy, write for 
the FCNL staff memorandum, “Should American Food 
be Offered to the Mainland Chinese?” 


Major Disarmament Conference. Forty-three national 
religious, farm, labor, women’s, civic, veteran and 
scientists’ organizations are sponsoring the Seventh 
National Conference on World Disarmament and De- 
velopment, April 10-11, at the Statler-Hilton Hotel in 
Washington, D. C. Among the speakers: Sen. Hubert 
H. Humphrey, Philip Noel-Baker, Arnold Wolfers, Nor- 


man Thomas, Jay Orear. E. Raymond Wilson is Con- 
ference Coordinator. 


Peace Corps for U. S. Urged. George J. Ritter, Hart- 
ford City Councilman, and FCNL supporter, has urged 
creation of a Greater Hartford Peace Corps as a “logical 
extension” of President Kennedy’s proposal. He said 
a local peace corps would give many who cannot join 
the national Peace Corps an opportunity to serve others, 
and help bring about a “renaissance period of social 
concern in the United States.” 


Censorship Order Rescinded. On March 17, President 
Kennedy ordered the Post Office Department to stop 
holding up Communist literature sent to persons in 
the United States. The Post Office estimates it has 
seized some 15 million pieces of mail it judged to be 
propaganda. Before 1958, most recipients did not know 
their mail was withheld. Since then recipients have had 
to request it before it could be received. In March 1959, 
Oliver E. Stone, chairman of FCNL’s Civil Liberties 
Committee, wrote the Attorney General, the Postmaster 
General and Senator Thomas Hennings, then Chair- 
man of the Senate Subcommittee on Constitutional 
Rights, protesting the policy of requiring a written re- 
quest as “subtle censorship and veiled intimidation.” 


“Operation Abolition”. Readers may be interested to 
know that the General Board of the National Council 
of Churches issued a statement expressing concern 
over the accuracy and ramifications of the film, “Op- 
eration Abolition” on February 22. The movie was 
made from film clips subpoenaed by the House Un- 
American Activities Committee after the anti-Com- 
mittee demonstrations of last May. The Board has 
advised member churches not to show the film unless 
they precede the showing with a “full and fair presen- 
tation” of all available facts and refer to the National 
Council’s statement. The Council has also issued a 
35 page background paper on the San Francisco dis- 
turbances called, “Some Facts and Some Comments,” 
50¢ each—from the National Council of Churches, 
475 Riverside Drive, New York 27, New York. 
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(Continued from Page 2) 

. .. The Communists demonstrated in San Francisco just 
how powerful a weapon Communist infiltration is. They re- 
vealed how it is possible for only a few Communist agitators, 
using mob psychology, to turn peaceful demonstrations into 
Rots. .2°5" 


(“Communist Target—Youth”; A Report by J. Edgar Hoover) 


“Nobody incited us, nobody misguided us. We were led by 
our own convictions and we will stand firmly by them.” 


(Statement signed by 58 students arrested and later dismissed ) 


“The defendants for the most part are clean-cut American 
college students who will within the next few years enter into 
the business and professional worlds, and many of them IJ am 
sure will become leaders in their respective fields. I am con- 
vinced that they are not engaged in subversive activities nor 
in spreading subversive propaganda.” 


(Statement of Judge Axlerod in dismissing charges of 
rioting against all but one of the 68 persons arrested) 


“The film fails to tell that the protest against the Committee 
was endorsed and actively supported by well-known, responsi- 
ble, anti-communist groups. (For example: Religious Groups 
such as the Episcopal Diocese of California, San Francisco 
Society of Friends, Berkeley YWCA, The Northern California 
Board of Rabbis; Organized Labor, such as the San Francisco 
Building Trades Council AFL-CIO, Central Labor Council of 
San Francisco; Educators, including over 700 faculty mem- 
bers of Stanford University, University of California at Berk- 
eley, San Francisco State College and San Jose State College; 
and such individuals as Bishop James Pike and State Assem- 
~ blymen John O’Connell and Phillip Burton. )” 


(Stimulator, January 1961, Social Action publication 
of the Congregational Conference of Southern Cal.) 


4. Who was responsible for the violence attending 
the demonstrations, police or the students? 


“When an attempt is made to carry out the order, the crowd 
responds by throwing shoes and jostling the police officers. 
When one officer warns that fire hoses will have to be used 
if the crowd does not disperse, the demonstrators become 
more and more unruly. One student provides the spark that 
touches off the violence when he leaps over a barricade, grabs 
a police officer’s night stick, and begins beating the officer 
over the head. As the mob surges forward to storm the doors, 
a police inspector orders that the fire hoses be turned on.” 


(Transcript of narration “Operation Abolition”) 


“Although ‘Operation Abolition’ doesn’t visually show the 
start of the riot, verbally it’s startlingly vivid . . . no police 
report of the inflammatory incident tells of tossed shoes. Nor 


does the officer who says he was struck ever, in his official 
report or before the San Francisco Grand Jury, describe his 
attacker as leaping over a barricade or hitting him more than 
once.” 


(San Francisco News-Call Bulletin, January 26, 1961) 


“... there is considerable evidence that the hosing, clubbing 
and subsequent arrest of the students by the police was 
planned in advance. It is an established fact that ambulances 
and paddy wagons assembled at City Hall on Friday prior to 
the hosing . . . no general warning was issued to the students 
prior to the hosing . . . there is considerable evidence of 
brutality and violence on the part of the police but very little 
evidence of any violence on the part of the students.” 


(Report of Professor John R. Searle, Department 
of Philosophy of the University of California) 


MORE ABOUT "COMMUNIST™ INFLUENCE 


The charge is made in “Operation Abolition” that the stu- 
dent demonstrators were led by and inspired by and duped 
by the Communists. Professor John R. Searle of the Univer- 
sity of California investigated these charges and came to the 
conclusion that “there seems to be no substance to it at all... 
no evidence is given to support this charge in the film.” 


Professor Searle untangles the web of conflicting evidence 
about Communist influence by pointing out that three groups 
were involved in the City Hall demonstrations but for differ- 
ent reasons: 


Group A: The Students for Civil Liberties: This group 
planned well in advance for a demonstration at Union Square 
addressed by Canon Byfield and two State Assemblymen; and 
for carefully organized orderly picketing. The group’s leaders 
were known “non” Communists and there was no outside 
leadership of this group, Communist or otherwise. 


Group B: The General Public: Since the Committee had an- 
nounced public hearings many students, not affiliated with 
any group, came expecting to get in the hearing room on a 
“first-come-first-served basis.” Instead, white passes had been 
issued to a preferred group which occupied the majority of 


° 


the seats. 


Group C: Admitted Communists and Hostile Witnesses: Some 
admitted Communists and others charged with Communist 
associations had been subpoenaed by the Committee and were 
present. Some of these people denounced the Committee when 
called to testify, joining in singing, chanting in the hearing- 
room and in the halls. Archie Brown distributed literature and 
carried a sign in the picket line for awhile. 
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The Committee on Christian Action and Community Service in your church may 
find suggestions and help from the following list of events, projects and resources: 


SUGGESTIONS FOR 
SHOWING THE FILM 


The preceding columns of Social Ac- 
tion News-Letter will have provided 
background concerning some of the 
questions raised by the film “Operation 
Abolition.” If you plan to show it to 
some group in the church you may want 
to consider the following suggestions 
that will help set up a “Pro and Con” 
atmosphere in which a constructive dia- 
log can take place on a controversial 
issue. 


Pre-Showing Planning 

In showing audio-visuals, even the 
non-controversial ones, it is good prac- 
tice for the leaders to preview the films 
and have a planning session. This is ab- 
solutely essential with “Operation Abo- 
lition.” Without previewing and planning 
the leaders responsible for the general 
meeuiig will be unable to anticipate the 
type of format and resources that are 
essential for the meeting. After preview- 
ing the film in your planning session con- 
sider some of the suggestions for the 
meeting mentioned below and adapt 
them to your own situation. Your plan- 
ning should include arrangements to 
secure pro and con resource materials 
for display and distribution on a litera- 
ture table. See suggested resources in the 
last column. This is not the kind of film 
you can take a chance on last minute 
“hit and miss” preparation. 


Format for the Meeting 

As we suggested earlier, the showing 
of “Operation Abolition” should be in a 
pro and con atmosphere. One way to do 
this is by the use of the panel discussion 
technique. Who should be on the panel? 
College and university teachers of polit- 
ical science and law are a good bet for 
handling the moderator’s job. They also 
might be used to present the pro and con 
arguments, as could local ministers who 
are known for their views on the subject. 
If available in your community repre- 
sentatives of the American Legion are a 
likely source to present the view favor- 


ing the film and an American Civil Lib- 
erties Union spokesman might present 
the view against it. 


With the film and the panel as basic 
resources we suggest the following meet- 
ing plan: 

1. Pre-Showing Statements. Have 
each member of the panel take two or 
three minutes to explain to the audience 
what it should look for in the film. 


2. Show the Film. This will take 
about 40 minutes. 


3. Post Showing Panel Discussion. 
Allow about 40 minutes for the panel dis- 
cussion. The pro and con speakers might 
each begin with a ten minute opening 
statement. This would allow another 
twenty minutes for them to question and 
respond to each other. The moderator 
should play a major role in the discus- 
sion with questions that will draw out 
the tacts and areas of agreement and 
disagreement. 


4. General Discussion. Allow at least 
thirty to forty minutes for this part of 
the meeting in which the audience will 
question the panel members or make 
observations of its own. 


5. Summary and Close-Out. Without 
in any way attempting to reach a con- 
clusion or make a judgment about what 
has transpired at the meeting the moder- 
ator may want to make a summary state- 
ment about the importance of free dis- 
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cussion and hearing all sides of an issue. 
He should also call attention to literature 
on the subject on the literature table. 
You will want. of course, to conclude 
the meeting with worship. 


6. Post-Meeting Discussion. Encour- 
age home meeting discussions. Use a 
copy of the record produced by the stu- 
dents as a discussion starter. (See Re- 
sOUICeS. ) 


Resource Materials 

1. “Operation Abolition” can be pur- 
chased for $100 a print from Washing- 
ton Video Productions, Inc., Washing- 
ton, D. C. However, many prints already 
in circulation may be secured free by 
churches from local corporations, veter- 
ans organizations and business groups. 

2. “Sounds of Protest,” a long play- 
ing record presenting the students’ side 
of the story, is available from Slate Rec- 


ord Committee, P. O. Box 893, Berkeley- 


1, California. $2.00 each. 


3. “Free Resource Packet” is avail- 
able from the Department of Christian 
Action and Community Service, UCMS, 
222 S. Downey Ave., Indianapolis 7, 
Indiana. This will include such material 
as: J. Edgar Hoover’s report “Commu- 
nist Target—Youth”; Christian Century 
reprints; “The True Story of City Hall 
Riots” from the San Francisco News Call 
Bulletin; and other materials that pro- 
vide background on “Operation Aboli- 
tion.” 


NENA 
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